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              The Allan Railway Papers 

When the Alnwick to Cornhill railway line was 

fully operational between 1887 and the early 

1960s there were numerous stations, crossing 

keepers’ houses and other railway workers’ houses 

along the line. 

 During the First World War George Allan and his 

wife lived at Bendor crossing near Wooler where 

he was the gateman. All three of their sons were 

away serving. Mr Allan was taken ill with a stroke 

and his wife was also in poor health. One of their 

sons had already been killed by this time. Seeing 

their difficulty the stationmaster at Alnwick got up 

a petition which went to every station on the line. 

Each station would have received a foolscap sheet 

stating the petition and with ruled columns to enter 

the donations. Ten of these petition papers survive. 

These Allan documents are a moving testimony 

and expression of support within the railway 

community for, as the stationmaster writes in his 

petition, “the many can help the one when one 

cannot help the many.” Among the stations 

represented are Alnwick, Hedgeley, Whittingham, 

Wooler, Akeld, Mindrum and Kirknewton.  
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Sadly, by the end of the war the Allans had lost 

another son. 

Their third son George became the blacksmith in 

Milfield at the smithy which was in the present 

Maelmin café building. The documents passed to 

his eldest son Thomas (Tucker) Allan and it is his 

wife Muriel who has offered the documents for 

preservation. 

Thanks to Community Chest funding the papers 

were professionally conserved by Vincent 

Lomenech who specialises in the restoration and 

conservation of works on paper. 

                

In the Kirknewton document donations are 

received from the postman, the vicar, the 

schoolmaster, a railway signalman and the sexton, 

amongst others. The documents give a very 
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interesting insight into the communities of the 

time. These wonderful documents will be of great 

interest for generations to come and are now 

deposited with the Berwick Records Office. 

The family were also presented with these  

commemorative plaques from the government. 

They were known as ‘Death Pennies’ or ‘Dead 

Man’s Pennies’ and made of bronze gunmetal. All 

were made of bronze to show equality. They were 

12 centimetres (almost 5 inches) in diameter.          

                 

              Inscribed :’He died for Freedom and Honour’    

                                  Thomas Dixon Allan 
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 Inscribed: ‘He died for Freedom and Honour’ Edward Allan   

                          The Petition 
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Alnwick 
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Akeld 
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Wooler 
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Kirknewton 
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Mindrum 
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Mindrum Station staff c. 1920 

Alex Henderson (L) signs and donates 1/- to the appeal. 

Esau Wilkinson (Centre)  Stationmaster signs and donates 2/6d 

Harry Trotter (seated right) would later marry Ellen Dunn from Kirknewton. Her father John 

Dunn, signalman, appears on the Kirknewton petition where he signs and donates 2/6d. 

Other people who donated were: 

J. Tarbit, postmaster   1/6d 

Mrs Lambton (Hon C Lambton’s wife) 5/- 

Mrs Piddock, vicar’s wife 3/- 

John Dixon, sexton, 1/- 

Mr Neesom, Headmaster 2/-The groom at Kirknewton House donated as did Mrs Thompson, 

owner of Kirknewton House. 

 


